[bookmark: _GoBack]ENGL 1302
 #ALSicebucketchallenge: Good or Bad?
	Over the past few weeks we have all seen the flood of ALS ice bucket challenge videos attacking our newsfeed on Facebook, Instagram, and even Twitter. But, is the basis for this challenge really greater than the negative effects it causes? There is a widespread variety of controversy attacking this one issue. Some of the controversy revolves around the actual challenge itself, while other parts are pertinent to the type of research being done for this disease. In this paper, I want to convince you that the topic over the controversy of the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge is outstanding enough to create an entire research paper surrounding it.
	To do this I must first explain to you what I already know about ALS as a disease. From what I have learned from friends, articles, videos, and different organization websites, I understand that ALS, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig’s disease, is a disease that attacks your nervous system in such a way that slowly shuts down your capability to move in as little as 2 years, it is basically a death sentence to many because there is no cure for it. This ALS ice bucket challenge was presented as a way to raise awareness and money for the research of this disease to find a cure. The original rules of this challenge are for a person who has been nominated to fill a bucket with ice water, record themselves mentioning the cause, urging people to donate, and then nominate three other people to do the same, this video is then posted on a social network site, most likely Facebook. The rules, however, have become slightly blurry, and so has the cause. This is where some of the controversy comes in. 
		Generally, the controversy includes the waste of water for this challenge, whether and not the way research that is done for is disease is ethical, and whether or not this challenge is effective at all. However, I am not an expert on this topic; therefore there are things I have yet to find out. For example, I do not know exactly how much water is wasted in the name of this challenge. The cause is great, but is the process in which we try to solve it the most effective. Also, what are the methods in which the research is done? Originally, my opinion on this topic leans slightly in support of the ice bucket challenge, yet, I have read in web articles that embryonic stem cell research is done for this disease, but I am not sure. If it is done, then I may just have to change my opinion on this topic, because, while I am not emotionally invested in this topic, I am emotionally invested in abortion, which is necessary for embryonic stem cell research. These are the points of controversy which I am not completely certain about, but I do want to research the facts and myths about issue once and for all.
Other points of controversy include possible animal testing and where exactly the money donated is put. These two points are the points I know the least about, yet I am ready to do more research to find the truth about ALS research and how it is done. What I would really like to know is exactly how much our donations benefit the cause, because, while I donated with a helpful heart, I would personally like to know where my donation went. But I do rest easy knowing that because of my video I informed at least ten people about this disease. For now, as I begin my research about this topic, I do believe that because of this ALS ice bucket challenge, America is more aware of this disease. My opinion, however may change, and that is what will make my paper so interesting to read, it will include valid points for the many different sides of this argument, and not just stick to one.
I am interested in this topic because I, personally, have done this challenge and donated. I would like to research more about this disease, the challenge, and the pros and cons. I believe that I do know more than most people about this topic, yet I still do not know enough to make a valid enough argument to support my opinion. Also, since I do not know as much about the disease, and I do not know anybody with this disease, I will not be as bias to argue for or against this challenge. This will allow me to maintain equilibrium and effectively look at both sides of the argument.  I believe that throughout this semester, this is what will keep this research paper going, my lack of knowledge, and my hunger for it.
I know this topic will interest most of the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram community because they are the ones being bombarded with ALS Ice Bucket Challenge videos. This paper will also interest everyone who has been affected by ALS in one form or another. Other people who could be interested in this topic are the people in the actual labs doing this research and people against this research or even against this challenge due to water waste. Everyone has an opinion on this challenge, be it for, against, or even neutral. 
This issue is something that affects me because I know that if I was the one that had ALS, I would want people to know about it. I did this challenge for all the people who have ALS, when just a few weeks ago I had no idea what ALS is. I want to learn more about this disease and the positives, negatives, myths and facts of this challenge as this semester goes on.  



